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Programme Overview

Summary

Peace and social cohesion starts with 

children, adolescents and youth. Children 

and young people have great potential to 

contribute to communal resilience against 

violence. UNICEF supports conflict 

prevention in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan by 

creating enabling environment and 

capacity for children and young people to 

become agents of peaceful development 

and social cohesion.

Adolescents and youth who feel 

disenfranchised are the ones who may get 

drawn into conflict or buy into extremist 

narratives. This project counters this risk 

by fostering resilience of children and 

young people, providing them with skills, 

competencies, access and opportunities 

to participate and contribute constructively 

to their communities. 

National and local partners will be 

supported to engage in constructive 

dialogue with communities through 

adolescents and young people. The 

approaches used are informed by global 

good practices in resilience, conflict 

prevention, and peacebuilding. 

Contributions from national partners, 

including government and civil society 

organizations as well as international 

development agencies, will be brought 

together to attain durable results that 

reinforce generational, ethnic, and 

citizenship bonding and enhance social 

cohesion.

The project will seek to counter the effects 

of narratives that fuel conflict and violence 

in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan by engaging 

constructively with the most vulnerable 

segments of the young population. While 

in Tajikistan the geographical focus of the 

project will be mainly on northern Sughd

province (districts close to the Tajik-

Kyrgyz border), in Kyrgyzstan the project 

will expand to other parts of the country. 

The project will model a set of 

interventions in several districts that 

contribute to strengthening social 

cohesion on different levels, among 

authorities, communities and young 

people through boosting individual and 

institutional capacities and ensuring 

protection of the most vulnerable children 

and youth. Results and lessons of the 

modeling will be used to help 

Governments refine and expand the 

successful measures.

Context

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan share common 

borders and a history of good 

neighbourliness and inter-communal 

conviviality. However, some geographic 

areas in cross-border regions remain 

vulnerable to occasional intercommunal 

tensions and require additional work in 

Implementing 

partners

The UNICEF Country 

Offices in Kyrgyzstan and 

Tajikistan will draw on their 
strong working relationship 

with line Ministries and 

other relevant national and 
local partners and  

counterparts, civil society 

organizations, UN 
organisations.

Increasing resilience of 

youth for peaceful and 

inclusive communities in 

Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan

Donor 

UK Government

Timeframe

The programme will be 

implemented from 
November 2016 until April 

2020. 



UNICEF

building social cohesion and 

communal resilience against conflict. 

Targeting children and youth is 

particularly important in these areas, 

as they possess significant potential 

for fostering peaceful co-existence and 

social cohesion. 

Many adolescents look to the future 

with despair, some also suffer due to 

inequities or marginalization. 

Discourses on grievances contribute 

to tensions that could preclude a 

healthy and tolerant environment for 

children and youth. These conditions 

make youth more easily susceptible to 

manipulative and exploitative forces, 

such as nationalism, criminality and 

radical ideologies. A decline in young 

people’s trust in state institutions might 

also lead young women and men 

seeking alternative sources of 

authority and identities, which would 

benefit groups with radical agendas 

and threaten peaceful coexistence.

Expected interventions and results 

The holistic approach undertaken for 

this project is composed of three 

interconnected pillars of interventions: 

a) Strengthening social cohesion 

through building capacity of local 

institutions for dialogue and conflict 

prevention among adolescents and 

youth

b) Providing a protective environment 

for vulnerable children and youth 

c) Enhancing opportunities for 

tolerance building

Under the first pillar of intervention, the 

project will aim at building capacity of 

local and national level authorities and 

local communities to prevent violence, 

intercommunal tension and conflict in 

selected districts of Tajikistan and 

Kyrgyzstan. 

Local authorities will be encouraged to 

integrate the specific needs of youth 

and children in their annual planning, 

including budgeting and monitoring, 

and implement projects to address the

needs of youth and children. Youth 

engagement in the process will be 

essential to ensure that they contribute 

to and their needs are reflected in the 

process. 

The second pillar of intervention will 

promote a protective environment and 

equitable access to justice for 

vulnerable children and young boys 

and girls. Children in contact and in 

conflict with the law will be supported 

by relevant child protection and 

rehabilitation services. UNICEF will 

ensure provision of necessary support 

and rehabilitation services within child-

sensitive support centres and Centres 

for Additional Education. Adolescent 

girls and boys and young people from 

vulnerable communities will also 

acquire knowledge about their rights. 

The third pillar will create opportunities 

for children and adolescent girls and 

boys from diverse ethnic communities 

to have meaningful social and 

economic participation, and fulfil their 

full potential in promotion of 

intercommunal tolerance. 

In Kyrgyzstan, civic competencies will 

be acquired through civic education

and  School Parliaments, where youth 

will contribute to local planning in pillar 

one above. Formal and non-formal 

education will improve adolescents’ 

professional readiness while linguistic 

competences will be expanded across 

with Multi-Lingual Education in schools 

in the cross-border areas of Tajikistan 

and Kyrgyzstan. 

For Tajikistan, the entry point for 

engaging youth will be Girls’ Clubs, 

Youth Centres, and Centres for 

Additional Education, where Youth 

Innovation Labs will provide 

adolescents and youth the opportunity 

to learn life skills and competencies.

Within the third pillar, UNICEF will also 

expand its Early Childhood 

Development / Early Childhood 

Education (ECD/ECE) programme to 

invest in a generation that is educated 

at a young age to live peacefully within 

a diverse and tolerant society. This will 

also directly promote inter-ethnic 

tolerance among young parents and 

teachers, while providing opportunities 

to nurture the cognitive and social 

development of children by fostering a 

narrative of peaceful society from early 

childhood.

For more information contact:

Eduard Bonet Porqueras

Head, UNICEF Zone Office

93, Lenin Street, 723500

Osh, Kyrgyz Republic

Tel. +996 772 570 754

Email: ebonet@unicef.org

Khushbakht Hojiev

Adolescent Programme

Specialist

37/1 Bokhtar Street, Dushanbe

Tajikistan 734025

Mobile: +992 939 998 907

Email: khojiev@unicef.org
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